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Introduction:  

Human trafficking has existed since the days of slavery. While the trade in human 
beings continue to increase in great numbers, the issue spread to nearly every country of the 
world. The major issue is a legal and moral threat to human beings as opposing international 
human rights law. Human trafficking has been defined and regarded within the transnational 
organized crimes. It is a violation of basic human rights due to the disregarding of the right of 
free will and speech as well as the general freedom of the concerned victim. In addition to 
being a legal infringement, the actions taken by human traffickers are considered as a moral 
fallacy. “States have a responsibility under international law to act with due diligence to 
prevent trafficking, to investigate and prosecute traffickers and to assist and protect trafficked 
persons.” (OHCHR, “Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human 
Trafficking”) 

 The trade of women is mostly confronted in the form of sex trafficking. The purpose 
of trafficking may vary from exploiting the prostitution of others, forced labour and any forms 
of slavery. The removals of organs can also be conducted by the means of human trafficking. 
Sex trafficking has been one of the major causes of threats targeting the individual and 
regarding acquaintances, abduction and for a range of other exploitative purposes. The 
organized crime of human trafficking is mostly carried out by actual or threatened force for 
the purpose of constraining the victim. The act of human trafficking is performed on women 
for high financial gains mostly through prostitution and handling for the purpose of sexual 
commerce. The traffickers sell to a specific individual or an organization for direct income for 
the estimated price of the trafficked person, or traffic the victim for their own organized sex 
crime. Women may also be used as labourers with the intent of cheap and compliant 
workforce. A trafficked person must not be accused or get arrested for being situated within a 
country’s borders illegally due to the transpositional nature and objective of human 
trafficking. 

Definition of Key Terms  

Human Trafficking: “Trafficking in persons shall mean the recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force of other forms 
of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 
vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a 
person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.” (UN Protocol to 
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Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, article 
3(a), Vienna 2000.) 

Exploitation: “Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution 
of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices 
similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.” (UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially women and children, article 3(a), Vienna 2000.) 

Domestic Servitude: “Involuntary domestic servitude is a form of human trafficking found 
in distinct circumstances—work in a private residence—that create unique vulnerabilities for 
victims. It is a crime in which a domestic worker is not free to leave his or her employment 
and is abused and underpaid, if paid at all.” (state.gov, “What is Modern Slavery?”) 

Sex Trafficking: “the recruitment, harbouring, transportation, provision, obtaining, 
patronizing, or soliciting of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act.” (Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act, 2000) 

Forced or Compulsory Labour: "all work or service which is exacted from any person 
under the threat of a penalty and for which the person has not offered himself or herself 
voluntarily." (ILO Convention No. 29, Forced or Compulsory Labour, Geneva 1930.) 

 General Overview  

The vast majority of human trafficking of the woman occurs in the form of sex trafficking or 
labor trafficking. The significant issue is proscribed with international laws and legislations, 
and supported by national laws of states to hinder the possibilities of human trafficking. 
Human trafficking activities are illegal and opposes internationally accepted human rights 
laws. 
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Sex Trafficking: 

 Trafficked persons often fall a victim to sex trafficking, with the majority of the sex 
trafficking victims being female. Contradicting the general assumptions, men and boys are 
also at great risk of being trafficked for the purpose of the sex trade. Women are abducted, 
relocated are transported due to the traffickers’ intention of sexual exploitation and illegal sex 
trades. Trafficked persons are mostly forced into prostitution, making them sex workers in 
illegal means. Sex trafficking has different forms of trafficking identified by the trafficker’s 
profile, the purpose of the sex trade and the method and way of executing the illegal trade. 

Pimp-controlled Trafficking: 

In pimp-controlled trafficking, the victim is controlled by a single trafficker, 
sometimes called a pimp. The victim can be controlled physically, psychologically, and 
emotionally by the trafficker with or without the usage of violence. In order to obtain control 
over the trafficked victim, traffickers will often use force, drugs, manipulation as well as 
financial medians. In certain circumstances, they will even resort to various forms of violence, 
such as gang rape and mental and physical abuse. Traffickers sometimes use offers of 
marriage, threats, intimidation, and kidnapping as a means of obtaining victims. 

Gang-controlled Trafficking: 

Gang-controlled sex trafficking and pimp-controlled sex trafficking run their 
operations in similar forms. The difference between pimp-controlled sex trafficking and gang-
controlled sex trafficking is that gang-controlled trafficking is run by a large group of people 
whereas pimp-controlled trafficking is run by only a single person. In general, gang members 
are expected or forced to participate in tasks that involve illegal and violent activity. Some of 
these criminal behaviors may include: distributing drugs, robbery, trafficking drugs, extortion, 
and murder. One revenue-generating source that is newly getting associated with gangs is 
human sex trafficking. Gangs are now turning to sex trafficking as it is seen as safer and more 
lucrative than drug trafficking.  

Familial Trafficking: 

In familial trafficking, the victim is controlled by family members who allow them to 
be sexually exploited in exchange for something of value, such as drugs or money. For 
example, a mother may allow a boyfriend to abuse a child in exchange for housing. Usually, it 
begins with one family member and spreads from there. Familial trafficking may be difficult 
to detect because these children often have a larger degree of freedom and may still attend 
school and after-school functions. These children may not understand that they are being 
trafficked or may not have a way out.  
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Forced Marriage: 

A forced marriage is a marriage where one or both participants are married without 
their freely given consent. Servile marriage is defined as a marriage involving a person being 
sold, transferred or inherited into that marriage. "Child trafficking for forced marriage is 
simply another manifestation of trafficking and is not restricted to particular nationalities or 
countries". (ECPAT) A forced marriage qualifies as a form of human trafficking in certain 
situations. The conditions include when a woman is sent abroad, forced into the marriage and 
then repeatedly compelled to engage in sexual conduct with her forcefully married husband. If 
the bride is treated as a domestic servant by her new husband or his family, then this is a form 
of labor trafficking.   

Woman Labourers:  

 Victims of human trafficking are often forced into labor for the cheap or compulsory 
workforce. Women who are victims of labor trafficking are mostly forced to work in the 
fields of agriculture, domestic work, and garment manufacturing. Female victims of forced 
labor, especially women and girls in domestic servitude, are often sexually abused or 
exploited. “Forced labor, sometimes also referred to as labor trafficking, encompasses the 
range of activities—recruiting, harboring, transporting, providing, or obtaining—involved 
when a person uses force or physical threats, psychological coercion, abuse of the legal 
process, deception, or other coercive means to compel someone to work. Once a person’s 
labor is exploited by such means, the person’s prior consent to work for an employer is legally 
irrelevant: the employer is a trafficker and the employee a trafficking victim.” (state.gov)   

Other Forms of  Labour Trafficking:  

Besides trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation and labor force, trafficked 
victims are also compelled into forced crime and forced begging. Forced crime may be 
defined as forcefully performing a criminal activity due to threats and coercion after being 
trafficked to a new location. In forced begging, trafficked persons are coerced to beg for 
money in a foreign state. A domestic worker or helper is a person who works within their 
employer’s home, performing a variety of tasks. This arrangement becomes exploitative when 
there are restrictions on the domestic worker’s movement, and they are forced to work long 
hours for little pay. They may also suffer physical and sexual abuse. Forced criminality also 
encompasses social welfare fraud. This takes place when exploiters falsely apply for tax 
credits and other welfare benefits using the victims’ details. It is not only the state that is the 
victim of social welfare fraud, there is often horrific abuse used against the individual in order 
to coerce them into falsely applying for benefits.  
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Traffickers and Trafficked Victims: 

Females were the vast majority (95%) of the victims of trafficking for sexual 
exploitation in the EU28 in 2015-2016 (96% in 2015 and 94% in 2016). Males were over 
three quarters (80%) of the victims trafficking for labor exploitation in the EU28 in 2015-
2016 (80% in 2015 and 80% in 2016). Females were two-thirds (68%) of the victims of 
trafficking for other forms of exploitation in 2015-2016 (71% in 2015 and 65% in 2016. The 
majority of the foreign victims originated from EU countries (Romania, Bulgaria and Poland), 
followed by victims originating from countries in Africa and Asia (Nigeria, Uganda and 
Vietnam). 
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Major Parties Involved    

Thailand 

“Thailand is recognized as a key destination for human trafficking in the Mekong region, in 
addition to being a source and transit country for forced labour and sex trafficking. Victims 
are often trafficked into Thailand through established migration routes from neighbouring 
states with significantly lower levels of socio-economic development. Facilitated by long and 
porous borders, irregular migration is a common trend in meeting the labour demands of low-
skilled employment sectors. The majority of trafficking victims identified in Thailand are 
Thai nationals, trafficked for sexual exploitation domestically and to a number of countries 
internationally.” (un-act.org, Thailand, 2014) 
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The Netherlands 

The Netherlands is predominantly a country of destination of victims of trafficking in human 
beings, but also to an increasing extent a country of origin as well as a country of transit. The 
Dutch government has recently published its national action plan for an integrated approach to 
human trafficking ‘Together against human trafficking’ 

 

Nigeria  

“There are more readily available statistics on the numbers of women who are trafficked from 
Nigeria into Europe, particularly into Italy… IOM estimates that 80% of these young women 
arriving from Nigeria – whose numbers have soared from 1,454 in 2014 to 11,009 in 2016 – 
will likely be forced into prostitution as sex trafficking victims… Women and girls are also 
engaged in domestic servitude, with NAPTIP’s 2018 Report noting this category as the 
second highest in reported cases after foreign travel for prostitution.” (pathfindersji.org, 2019) 

 

Asia  

“The trends in Asia show that most trafficking is internally within Southeast Asia and that 3 
out of 1,000 people are victims of trafficking. The global average is only 2 out of 1,000 
people. Besides the poor, Internally Displaced People (highest number in the world) are an 
extremely vulnerable group. Most of those Asian people being trafficked to Europe originate 
from China and almost one third are male. While most victims in Europe are still from Europe 
itself and Africa, the number of people with Asian descent among the victims in Europe is 
growing, making the region the third biggest region of origin. In several countries Asians are 
have to cultivate cannabis after being trafficked (e.g. Vietnamese to UK, Czech or Slovakia) 
or as part of cyber trafficking. This includes recruitment and marketing via the internet, and 
the provision of pornography. A number of people are also being trafficked as au pairs.”  
(“Human Trafficking – Challenges to Europe and Asia” , Vienna, 13th of June 2013) 

 

Africa  

Human trafficking in Africa is an urgent crisis, with women, children and migrants being 
especially at risk. Although deep-rooted issues such as poverty, corruption, and cultural 
beliefs are to blame for this situation, African countries can improve their situations through 
better law enforcement and legislation. With millions of people already trapped in modern 
slavery and millions more at risk, it is imperative that Africa takes action to fight human 
trafficking. Countries such as Nigeria, Uganda, Ghana, Morocco and Libya are some of the 
main sources of trafficked persons to Europe. The citizens are forcefully displaced and mostly 
sexually exploited or labor under compulsion. 



	

	 9	

Timeline of Key Events  

When Effective Event 

1 May 1932 ILO Convention Concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour 

7 September 1956 The Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the 
Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices similar to Slavery 

 29 September 2003 United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 
and the Protocols Thereto 

25 December 2003                     Adoption of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 
in Persons, especially Women and Children  

01 February 2008 Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in 
Human Beings, Treaty No.197 

4 November  2010 Establishment United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of 
Trafficking in Persons 

15 April 2011 

Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council 
of 5 April 2011 on preventing and combating trafficking in human 
beings and protecting its victims, and replacing Council Framework 
Decision 2002/629/JHA 

 

Related Documents /Previous Attempts: 

The UN Palermo Protocol 

Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings 

EU Directive on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its 
victims (2011/36/EU) (5)  

ILO Convention No. 29 concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour, Geneva 1930. 

A/RES/55/25, Fifty-fifth session, 8 January 2001 

UNODC 2018 Global Report on Trafficking Persons  

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and 
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime 

 Forced Labour (Supplementary Measures) Recommendation, 2014 
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Possible Solutions 

It is expected for delegates to come up with solutions, thus, the report will not give direct or 
whole solutions to the issue at hand. A thorough analysis of the report and principally the 
related documents section, as well as the delegates’ own research, will provide the essential 
knowledge to constitute a proper and well-rounded resolution paper.  

Key points a resolution must at least present are: 

• The security and rights of the trafficked persons 
•  Detection of traffickers and related crime organizations 
• Measures and precautions for the prevention of transportation of trafficking victims 
• Implementing international and national legislation and regulations  
• Raising awareness of the issue 
• Immediate assistance, long-term recovery and rehabilitation of trafficking victims 
• Conditional aid 
•  Protection of privacy and identity 
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