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Introduction  

In a world that increasingly gets more and more violent and hostile, it is no doubt that the 

trade of firearms has evolved into a large part of the global economy. Witnessing such an 

evolution can be frightening, and rightfully so. The abundance of weaponry and its trade in 

the world is mind-blowing. Therefore, it is a common issue of security between states. One 

nation could accuse the other of arming the rebellious groups that they are in a war with. This 

creates not only a security issue, but also a political ground of mistrust. This deterioration of 

diplomatic trust damages entire economies and establishes a non-diplomatic form of hostility. 

Such a situation does not occur only between two countries, though. There are many 

examples of military conflicts in the world that have more than two parties involved. Take the 

Syrian Civil War, for instance. There are currently more than 8 parties involved in the war 

and each one has its own interests. A nation providing arms to any party could potentially 

cause other parties to declare war on them. Furthermore, there is a second form of the arms 

trade, which is the one between nations and non-state actors. This can be a very tricky issue to 

tackle, especially when the question of military transparency gets involved. Some nations get 

offended and deny that there is such a trade. The question of transparency must be and will be 

addressed further into the study guide. This study guide aims to guide the delegates of GA1 in 

their preparation phase, while also focusing on the motives behind this issue, the current 

situation, and the risks it imposes. 

 

Definition of Key Terms  

Non-State Actors: Non-State Actors, or NSAs, are organizations that are not affiliated with 

governments in any way. Examples of NSAs include corporations, private financial 

institutions, and NGOs, as well as paramilitary and armed resistance groups. 

 

Legitimacy: The state of being legit, legal. This term will be used quite frequently during the 

question of the legitimacy of arms deals around the world. 

 

State-Sponsored Terrorism: This refers to the government support of non-state actors that 

are engaged in terrorism financially, militarily and logistically. 

 

Religious Sects: A religious sub-group/movement. In Islam, for instance, there are numerous 

sects. These include, Shia, Sunni etc. 
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Transparency: A lack of hidden agendas, documents accompanied by the availability of true 

information. To shed some more light on its meaning, take North Korea for instance. DPRK is 

known to boast about its research on its nuclear program. There are no details on the research, 

though. This is a case of little to no transparency. The lack of transparency in a political 

environment creates mistrust and hinders the achievement of global security. 

 

Zealot: A zealot is a fanatic individual who devotes himself/herself to a specific ideology, 

belief or religion. 

 

Proxy War: An armed conflict between two states or non-state actors that act on the 

instigation or on behalf of other parties that are not directly involved in the hostilities.1 

 

Mujahedeen: Muslims who proclaim themselves warriors for the faith.2 

 

 

General Overview  

The issue of arms being provided to non-state actors has always been a controversial one to 

mention. One must meticulously examine and analyze each statement from each party in order 

to fully grasp the present situation. This is because all that can be seen on the news is a nation 

accusing one another of funding terrorist organizations and it is the same story every single 

time. So, what should be done? First, we must look at the history of terrorism in the world, as 

well as how it evolved into what it has become today.  

 

Development of Terrorism Throughout Centuries  

 

In the 1st century CE, Jewish zealots in the Judea Province of the Roman Empire, rebelled and 

killed significant Roman bureaucrats. This is sometimes considered the first terrorist attack. In 

the 11th century, the Hashshashin (a.k.a. the Assassins) emerged in Persia. They belonged to 

the Shia sect of Islam, which will be addressed further into the guide. Their militia seized 

control of numerous strongholds around the country. They were easily outnumbered, though. 

So, they assassinated governors and military commanders. Perhaps the most infamous and 

notorious example of terrorism is on the 5th of November 1605, in England. A group of 

conspirators attempted to blow up the English Parliament on its opening by King James I. They 

placed a large amount of gunpowder beneath the Palace of Westminster. Guy Fawkes was the 

one to place the gunpowder. He and his accomplices were caught and executed in the following 

days. This incident has become a tradition to celebrate in England. People burn Guy Fawkes 

puppets each year on November 5th. 

 
1 Definition directly taken from: https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Proxy_war 

 
2 Definition directly taken from: https://www.britannica.com/topic/mujahideen-Islam 

Definition%20directly%20taken%20from:%20https:/en.wikipedia.org%20›%20wiki%20›%20Proxy_war
Definition%20directly%20taken%20from:%20https:/en.wikipedia.org%20›%20wiki%20›%20Proxy_war
https://www.britannica.com/topic/mujahideen-Islam
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The Emergence of Modern Terrorism 

 

In the 19th century, mass-production of powerful and affordable explosives like dynamite were 

developed. This inspired anarchists, and achieved widespread usage around the world. Later 

on, in the 20th century, new types of weapons like sarin gas, or even more powerful explosives 

were developed and new organizations emerged. Specifically, after World War II and during 

the Cold War, after the launch of anti-colonial campaigns, resistance militias became more and 

more hostile against colonialist nations like France, or Britain. The Viet Minh in Northern 

Vietnam for instance. They fought violently against the French Colonialist rule. In the 1960s 

and 70s, a series of violent anti-capitalist revolutionary groups were established. Examples of 

these include the Kurdistan Worker’s Party in Turkey, or the PKK, the Weather Underground 

in the United States, FARC in Colombia, and the Japanese Red Army. Radical nationalist 

organizations like the Irish Republican Army also emerged during this time period. These 

examples make up just a tiny fraction of all terrorist organizations in the world. As can be seen, 

there are currently plenty of 

terrorist organizations that fight for 

numerous ideologies in the world. 

This means that any nation with 

any ideology can easily find 

themselves a terrorist organization 

to arm and provide logistics. This 

leads to what is known as proxy 

warfare, a type of war that rose 

during the Cold War.  

 

The Growing Financial and Military Support Towards Terrorism 

 

As the number and variety of terrorist organizations grew, more and more financial and military 

aid started flowing towards these organizations. According to a report of the Council of Foreign 

Relations, the illicit arms trade amount to $1 Billion annually. This means that the trafficking 

of arms takes up quite a space in the global market, even though the earnings go around in an 

infinite cycle of terrorism. The graph below is a visualization of how this funding cycle works. 
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Details on Some of the Major Terrorist Organisations 

In this section, major terrorist organizations and their means of income and power, particularly 

from external resources will be thoroughly analysed. 

Boko Haram  

Boko Haram is a radical Islamist extremist organization founded in 2009. They are currently 

active in a region in Northern Africa known as the Sahel Region. This includes countries like 

Mali, Chad, Cameroon, Burkina Faso, and Nigeria. They were most active in 2014, in which 

the group was responsible for 6.600 deaths.3 The name “Boko Haram” loosely translates to: 

“Western Education is Forbidden”. They clearly reject anything that is western. An interesting 

point to make about Boko Haram is that despite being an Islamist terrorist organization, two-

thirds of their suicide bombings are carried out by women, which is unusual among terrorist 

organizations. Their sources of income include kidnapping for ransom, extortion, human and 

arms trafficking, bank robberies and external funding from larger terrorist organizations like 

Al-Qaeda. They obtain their weapons and arsenal by stealing from the Nigerian Army, trading 

with member states, as well as purchasing them from the Black Market. It should be kept in 

mind that Nigeria is among the most corrupt nations in the world, so the possibility of 

authorities dealing arms with Boko Haram in exchange for protection exists.4  

 
3 Statistics taken from: https://www.forbes.com/sites/dominicdudley/2019/11/20/most-lethal-
terrorist-groups/#26497eaa641a 
4https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-military-some-officers-selling-arms-boko-haram 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/dominicdudley/2019/11/20/most-lethal-terrorist-groups/#26497eaa641a
https://www.forbes.com/sites/dominicdudley/2019/11/20/most-lethal-terrorist-groups/#26497eaa641a
https://www.voanews.com/africa/nigerian-military-some-officers-selling-arms-boko-haram
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The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 

 

Islamic State, or better known as ISIS or ISIL, is one of the most infamous terrorist 

organizations of the 21st century. Founded in 1999, they intend to overthrow the current 

governments in the Arabian Peninsula and establish the Caliphate. ISIS immediately achieved 

popularity among radical Islamist extremist businessmen and received enormous donations. 

This quickly led to the group being the strongest terrorist organization in just 3-4 years. They 

were at their peak in 2016, claiming responsibility for 9.132 casualties. They have since 

deteriorated, with Kurdish militia 

forces like YPG, which is armed 

by the US, combatting ISIS in 

Syria. Currently, they do not 

control any territory, but are rather 

spread out. They may not be as 

organized as before, with their 

leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi 

being successfully slained by U.S. 

Special Forces in late 2019, but 

they are still active throughout the 

Arabian Peninsula. They claimed 

responsibility for over hundreds of 

attacks around the world; some of 

which include suicide bombings in 

Manchester, Brussels, Paris and 

Nice. Their primary sources of 

revenue are: 

• Exporting oil from the occupied oilfields 

• Robbery 

• Kidnapping for ransom 

• Fundraising 

They generally obtain weapons through stealing from local Syrian forces working under Assad, 

purchasing from the black market and/or member states which we will go into detail in the 

“Major Parties Involved” section of the guide. 

 

Al-Qaeda 

 

The infamous Al-Qaeda is widely-known for its attack on the World Trade Centre, on 

September 9th, 2001. Al-Qaeda was established in 1988 by Osama Bin Laden and other Arab 

volunteers during the Soviet-Afghan War. They operate in numerous countries around the 

world through smaller, yet still enormous sub-branches. For instance, Al-Shabaab in Somalia, 

Khorasan Group in Afghanistan, the Al-Nusra Front in Syria, and so on. Their ideologies 

include, Salafist Islamism, anti-semitism, anti-zionism, pan-Islamism, and anti-communism. 
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They primarily obtain weaponry through the Black Market, as well as Sunni Gulf states, such 

as UAE and Saudi Arabia. Even though they deny that there is such a trade, evidence suggests 

that Al-Qaeda affiliated groups in Yemen were indeed in possession of US-Made weapons, 

which were transferred to them by UAE, and Saudi Arabia.5 Pakistan is also accused of training 

Al-Qaeda militants to fight for them against India in Kashmir. Their primary sources of revenue 

are: 

• Private donations, possibly from the Gulf States 

• Charities with the sole purpose of funnelling cash towards Al-Qaeda, such as the Al 

Wafa Organization 

• Kidnapping for ransom 

• Drug trafficking, particularly Heroin 

• Stock market manipulation, provided that the Al-Qaeda had prior knowledge of the 9-

11 attacks 

 

Al-Qaeda and The Central Intelligence 

Agency Connection 

 

During the Afghan-Soviet War between 

1979 and 1989, Bin Laden and his fighters 

received arms, as well as military training 

from the CIA and large funding from the 

UAE. They did this to support the Afghans 

against the Soviet Invasion during the Cold 

War. Ironically, Bin Laden even once 

expressed gratitude towards the Americans for their support.6  

The growing US support towards Israel in its war against Pakistan, and India in its war against 

Pakistan in Kashmir, as well as many other factors, eventually led to the World Trade Centre 

attacks, better known as the 9/11 attacks.   

 

Taliban  

 

Taliban, or as they refer to themselves, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, is a Sunni Islamic 

extremist terrorist organization founded in 1994 as a militia, which acted as the government 

from 1996 to 2001, and started its insurgency in 2001. They have been internationally 

condemned by the United Nations numerous times, as well as by member states themselves. 

Their condemned practices include human and drug trafficking, brutal treatment of Afghan 

citizens, especially women. According to a report by the United Nations, they have also 

 
5 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/02/saudi-arabia-uae-gave-weapons-al-qaeda-linked-groups-
cnn-190205055102300.html 
6 http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0110/01/lkl.00.html 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/02/saudi-arabia-uae-gave-weapons-al-qaeda-linked-groups-cnn-190205055102300.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/02/saudi-arabia-uae-gave-weapons-al-qaeda-linked-groups-cnn-190205055102300.html
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0110/01/lkl.00.html
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committed systematic massacres between 1996 and 2001.7 Taliban and its allies were 

responsible for 76% of civilian deaths in 2009. Their estimate amount of annual income is about 

1.5$ billion, which is an enormous amount. They obtain weaponry through the following 

methods: 

• Raiding Afghan outposts and police stations and stealing arms 

• Shipments from: 

o Pakistan 

o Russia 

o Corrupt Afghan forces that secretly provide them weapons 

• The Black Market 

Specifically, Pakistan is believed to be the main contributor to the Taliban’s power. They train 

not only the Taliban, but also Al-Qaeda soldiers to fight for them in Kashmir. More details will 

be given in the “Major Parties Involved” section of the guide. Below, a graph visualizing how 

lethal Taliban has become throughout the years, with increasing support from extremists and 

nations.  

 

Hezbollah  

Hezbollah is a Shia Islamist political party and a militant organization founded in 1985 in 

Beirut, Lebanon, to fight against Israel, which invaded Lebanon in 1982. Its primary supporter 

is Iran, both financially and militarily. The group’s military wing is considered a terrorist 

organization across many member states. The UN has not recognized it as a terrorist 

organization though, stating that it would be unhelpful in resolving the conflict to call them 

 
7 https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2001-10-12-0110120312-story.html 

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2001-10-12-0110120312-story.html
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terrorists. The UN's Deputy Secretary-General, Mark Malloch Brown, acknowledged that 

Hezbollah’s practices showed characteristics that of a terrorist, but it would be better to respect 

it as a political party. As can be seen, some parties do not classify Hezbollah as terrorists, but 

they are a non-state actor nonetheless. They also receive support and cooperation from the 

Syrian Assad government. Hezbollah fights alongside the Syrian government against the 

opposition forces, which are backed by Turkey, the United States and Israel. Their main weapon 

suppliers are Syria and Iran, while Hezbollah also obtains them through raids on opposition 

convoys. Their sources of income are: 

• Fundraising networks within the Arabian Peninsula and the Middle East 

• Private donations 

• Lebanese pro-Hezbollah individuals in the African diamond trade 

• Drug trade 

• Smuggling and Trafficking 

Here is a chart that depicts the supply lines and relations between Hezbollah, Iran and Iran’s 

other bodies.   
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Major Parties Involved  

United States of America  

 

As explained before, the US still has alleged connections and supply lines to the Al-Qaeda. 

Some conspirators even believe the President at the time, George W. Bush planned the attack 

in cooperation with Bin Laden. Apart from the connection between the CIA and Al-Qaeda, 

the U.S. has actively funded, armed YPG, The People's Protection Units up until October 

2019, when American troops withdrew from northern Syria. YPG is the Syrian wing of PKK, 

the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, according to the U.S. Director of National Intelligence. This 

goes to show that there is a contradiction. U.S. considers PKK a terrorist organization and still 

has supported YPG. Since October 2019, YPG stands on its own feet without American Aid. 

It should be noted that it is still U.S. made weapons that the YPG is using today. This is why 

even though they have withdrawn, it is still relevant to the agenda. YPG is one of many non-

state actors in the Arabian Peninsula and there is also the SDF, Syrian Democratic Forces 

which was armed and funded by the U.S. Today, as a result of the American withdrawal and 

the launch of the Turkish Peace Spring Operation, a safe zone is being established in Northern 

Syria. One more thing to keep in mind is that Turkey is the only nation to recognize YPG as a 

terrorist organization. It is a non-state actor nonetheless. 

 

The Islamic Republic of Iran 

 

Iran played an essential role in the establishment, armament, funding and the rise of Hezbollah. 

It belongs to the Shia sect of Islam, which is the same as Iran’s. Iran uses Hezbollah as a means 

of practicing pan-Shia-ism in the Middle East, so to speak. They hope to spread their Islamic 

sect, gain political influence and triumph over their centuries-old conflict with Saudi Arabia, 

which belongs to the Sunni sect. Iran’s conflict with Saudi Arabia is not direct, though. It is via 

proxy. They arm, fund and support militias that belong to their sects and have them fight each 

other. This type of conflict between these two countries is still ongoing in Syria, Yemen and 

Iraq. It should be born in mind that Iran scored a 28/100 and ranked 138 out of 180 countries, 

according to Transparency International.8 This leads to even more questions and concerns on 

what Iran is militarily and politically capable of.  

Israel 

 

Israel is accused of providing medical assistance towards Syrian rebels through the Israeli-

occupied Golan Heights, which initially was Syrian territory. A great amount of this aid is to 

the Al-Nusra Front. As explained before in the general overview section, the Al-Nusra Front is 

a sub-branch of Al-Qaeda, operating in Syria. Israel Democratic Forces' Chief of Staff Gadi 

Eisenkot acknowledged in 2019 that the IDF provided Syrian rebels with arms for self-defense.9 

 

 
8 https://www.transparency.org/country/IRN 
9 https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-chief-acknowledges-long-claimed-weapons-supply-to-syrian-
rebels/ 

https://www.transparency.org/country/IRN
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-chief-acknowledges-long-claimed-weapons-supply-to-syrian-rebels/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-chief-acknowledges-long-claimed-weapons-supply-to-syrian-rebels/


 11 

Pakistan 

 

Pakistan is a very active country when it comes to aiding terrorism in any way. Their main 

intelligence agency, the ISI (Inter-services Intelligence) train, arm and support rebels in 

Kashmir to fight against India. The ISI is also accused of aiding Taliban and local Al-Qaeda 

affiliated groups in Kashmir militarily. It trains the so-called mujahedeen, an individual who 

fights in the name of Islam, to fight in Kashmir and Afghanistan. Pakistan also facilitated the 

evacuation of 5.000 top-level generals of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda from Afghanistan in the 

American invasion in 2001. Pakistan used its official air force planes during this incident. On 

May 2nd, 2011, Osama Bin Laden was killed in Pakistan, a mile away from the Pakistani 

Military Academy. This raises nothing but more suspicion about the government. It should also 

be noted that Pakistan is among the most corrupt and non-transparent nations in the world. 

Saudi Arabia 

 

Saudi Arabia is undoubtedly the epitome of the sponsorship of international terrorism. It is 

accused of supporting groups such as: Taliban, Al-Qaeda, the Al-Nusra Front and Lashkar-e-

Taiba, which operates in Pakistan. Saudi Arabia also acts as a transition and funnelling point 

for both monetary and military support towards terrorist organizations. The Saudis deny any 

support towards Islamist extremism but it goes to show that this is a false claim. In 2014, 

former Prime Minister of Iraq Nouri al-Maliki said that Saudi Arabia and its neighbour Qatar 

ignited civil wars in Iraq and Syria, while also militarily and financially supporting ISIS and 

Al-Qaeda. In 2014, John Podesta’s, a chair of the Hillary Clinton campaign, e-mails were 

leaked. One of the e-mails said there should be more pressure put on Saudi Arabia to end their 

logistical and military support towards ISIS and other militant rebel groups. This raises 

suspicions even higher. Provided that Saudi Arabia craves for gaining political control of the 

Middle East and triumphing over Iran, it should be no surprise to anyone that it might attempt 

every single option in the never-ending Middle Eastern conflicts.  
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Timeline of Key Events  

When Event 

1942 The Kashmir Conflict between Pakistan and India began. 

1978 The conflict between PKK and Turkey began. 

1979 The Afghan-Soviet War began. 

1982 Israel invades Lebanon. 

1985 Hezbollah is formed in Lebanon. 

1988 Al-Qaeda is formed by Osama Bin Laden and his fighters. 

1994 Taliban is formed in Afghanistan. 

1996 
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, a.k.a the Taliban government is 

established. 

1999 Islamic State of Iraq and Levant is formed. 

September 9th, 2001 
Al-Qaeda attacks the World Trade Centre. Thousands die, many more 

injured. 

October 7th, 2001 The United States invades Afghanistan 

December 17th, 2001 The Taliban government falls. This is followed by an insurgency. 

November 2003 
Al-Qaeda attacks Istanbul with bomb trucks, resulting in 57 deaths 
and more than 700 injuries. 

2004 The People's Protection Units, YPG is formed. 

July 2005 
Two bombing attacks are carried out in London, most likely by Al-
Qaeda. 

December 17th, 2010 
The Arab Spring begins in Tunisia, with a peddler setting himself on 
fire. 

February 17th, 2011 
Violent protests in Libya resulted in the ousting of the government, 
killing president Muammar Gaddafi. 

2015 Turkey starts combatting YPG. 

2015-2016 
A total of 15 terrorist attacks are carried out by ISIS and Al-Qaeda in 
Istanbul. 
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March 2016 Three suicide bombings occur in Brussels, Belgium. 

October 2019 
The United States withdraws from Northern Syria, ceasing all support 
to Kurds. 

October 2019 Turkey launches Operation Peace Spring. 

 

Previous attempts to resolve the issue  

The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) 

 

The Arms Trade Treaty is a multilateral treaty referring to international trade in weapons. It 

was implemented on December 24th, 2014. 105 member states have ratified the treaty and 32 

have signed but have not ratified it. The treaty intends to contribute to international peace, 

tranquillity, reduce suffering and promote cooperation, while also urging member states to act 

responsibly. According to the treaty, governments are obliged to provide security and protect 

their populations, which is why they are expected to show responsibility in their decisions 

with arms trades with member states and non-state actors. In Article 6 of the treaty, it is stated 

that: “A State Party shall not authorize any transfer of conventional arms covered under 

Article 2 (1) or of items covered under Article 3 or Article 4, if it has knowledge at the time of 

authorization that the arms or items would be used in the commission of genocide, crimes 

against humanity, grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 1949, attacks directed against 

civilian objects or civilians protected as such, or other war crimes as defined by international 

agreements to which it is a Party.” As can be seen, the Arms Trade Treaty aims to reduce, if 

not abolish the illicit arms trade and to provide international security. After its implementation 

in 2014, most of the member states kept providing other states and non-state actors weaponry. 

Moreover, U.S. President Donald Trump announced in May 2019 that they would be 

withdrawing from the Arms Trade Treaty. 

 

The Terrorist Financing Convention 

 

The Terrorist Financing Convention is a UN Treaty signed in 2000 in New York. Even though 

funding is an indirect method of arming terrorists, it should also be mentioned. The treaty aims 

to criminalize the monetary support towards terrorism, and it succeeds in doing so. Because as 

of 2020, it has been ratified by 188 member states.  

 

Possible Solutions  

 

There are many ways one could approach this agenda. The first step would be to do a 

thorough research. There are so many news websites on the internet, thus leading to opinion 

diversity which could misguide the delegates. Delegates must always do their research from 

the UN/governmental perspective. What is meant by this is that a radical news site that lacks 
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credibility may include false information. Official UN and government reports should act as a 

key factor in developing a delegate’s character and opinion as a representative in the 

committee. Secondly, the issue of transparency must be addressed one way or another. Some 

member states raise a lot of suspicion and confusion when it comes to what they do with their 

money or weapon stocks. Whether it be sanctions or not, something must be done about this. 

Lastly, the delegates should consider the political motives of nations in conflicts and what 

they truly want. No nation from thousands of kilometres away would ever send military aid to 

an area if there were not anything in it for them. Is it the oil reserves? Is it reclaiming the 

“Holy Land” which was rightfully given to them? Former U.S. Secretary of State Henry 

Kissinger once said: “America has no permanent friends or enemies, only interests.” This 

applies to almost every single nation. To conclude, the issue of transparency must be 

addressed and the real motives must be found through meticulous research. I wish you all a 

productive preparation phase and I look forward to seeing you all at the second annual session 

of TEDIMUN.  
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