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Introduction  

The Philippines is an island country of Southeast Asia in the 
western Pacific Ocean. It is called “ the Republic of the 
Philippines”. It is an archipelago which is made up about 7.641 
islands. The islands have been categorised under the main 
geographical parts: Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao from north to 
south. Manila is the capital city of the country but Quezon city is 
the most populous city of the Philippines. With the existence of 
the drug war in the Philippines, Philippines became the fourth 
most dangerous country to live in. 

The Philippine Drug War as known as “War in Drugs” is the drug policy ruled and lead by Rodrigo 
Duterte, who is the president of the Republic of the Philippines. The President encouraged and is 
continuing to encourage the citizens and policemen to kill either suspected criminals and/or drug 
addicts.  

The main reasons that the drug war going on and exist are the belief of the President Rodrigo Duterte 
which is drug dealing and drug addiction are the two major and main obstacles to the progress of 
economic and social life in the Philippines.  

  

Definition of Key Terms  

Deadly force: It is, also known as lethal force, use of force that is likely to cause 
serious bodily injury or death to another person. In most jurisdictions, the use of 
deadly force is applied only under the conditions of extreme necessity such as the 
drug war 

Davao Death Squad: The group is proposed to have leaded summary executions of 
children and individuals living in the streets suspected of petty crimes and drug 
dealing. The group is alleged to have connections with Davao. 

State of lawlessness: Case of a country that has been expected to see more soldiers, 
policemen, and checkpoints in the key areas of the country. Curfews can be applied 
as the needed areas. 

 

 



 

General Overview  

The Issue 

 The matter on the war on drugs in the Philippines stands up to the drug policy of the Philippine 
government under the leadership of President Rodrigo Duterte. With the appointment of President 
Rodrigo Duterte, the drug issue in the Philippines has taken a significant place in social life. The 
appointment of President Rodrigo Duterte has changed the lives of many of the Philippines’ most 
vulnerable citizens, the poor and those addicted to drugs and those deal drug. The purpose of the drug 
policy exists in the Philippines was neutralising the illegal drug dealing and drug personalities 
nationwide afterwards, It became extrajudicial killings of the citizens. President Duterte has urged 
members of the public to kill suspected criminals and drug addicts. Citizens living in the Philippines 
started to kill each other for their own life and protection. The drug policy of the Philippines is 
considered to be against the Human Rights by most of the world. The policy has been widely 
condemned locally and internationally for the numbers of deaths resulting on the police 
drug-operations and allegations of systematic extrajudicial executions of the suspected drug addicts 
and drug dealers but the policy is being supported by the majority of the local public of Philippines. 

 

History 

 The Presidential Election has been held on January 30 of 2016 in Philippines has changed the history 
of Philippines. As a result of the presidential election, the President Rodrigo Duterte has taken over the 
management of the country. At the same day, the President Duterte promised to kill all the criminals, 
drug addicts, drug dealers and forced the public to kill the suspected criminals and drug addicts. He 
stated that He has a duty to patronise the future generations, and he understands that fear has to be 
elicited from the drug addicts in order to force them to surrender peacefully. He stated that He would 
command the police powers to embark on a shoot-to-kill policy and would present them a bounty for 
killed suspected criminals and drug dealers. On July 3, the Philippine National Police made an 
announcement that they had killed 30 suspected drug dealer since President Duterte has taken over the 
management.On August 7, President Duterte made a speech and listed more than 150 drug suspects 
including local politicians, policemen, judges. Later that day, the United States has pronounced their 
concerns on the extrajudicial killings of the suspects. On August 18, the United Nations human rights 
experts called on the Philippines to halt extrajudicial killings on the public. the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on summary executions, Agnes Callamard stated that Duterte had given a "license to kill" 
to the citizens by encouraging them to kill each other without judgements. As a response to the speech 
of Agnes Callamard, President Duterte threatened to withdraw from the United Nations and form a 
separated group with African nations and China. Later on, Ernesto Abella, the Presidential 
spokesperson, clarified that the Philippines was not leaving the United Nations. On September 3 of 
2016, President Duterte declared a "state of lawlessness", and on the following day signed a 
declaration of a "state of national emergency on account of lawless violence in Mindanao". 

 

 

 

 



The Current Situation 

 The current situation is getting worse and worse throughout the history of the war on drugs in the 
Philippines. It is impossible to know how many people have been killed by police and other 
government officials in the first 
year of Duterte’s war on drugs, 
because the Philippine state is 
neither transparent nor consistent 
about how often it kills 
extra-legally. Although accurate 
counts of extra-judicial killing are 
hard to come by, even the lowest 
estimates are large, and so are the 
figures provided by state officials. 
According to the Philippine 
National Police, as of 30 June 2017 
(one year after Duterte took office), nearly 5,000 drug suspects had been killed, including 3,151 in 
reported gun battles with the police, and 1,847 others had been killed in drug-related attacks by 
masked gunmen on motorcycles and other vigilante assailants. Non-governmental sources report much 
higher death tolls. According to one, in the first two months after Duterte became president, over 7,000 
people were killed by police or by vigilantes encouraged to prosecute the war on drugs. That would be 
more than 1,000 times the number of people judicially executed in the 13 years (1993–2006) that the 
Philippines had capital punishment before it abolished it the second time. Ten months into Duterte’s 
six-year presidency, according to an editorial report published by the New York Times, the number of 
dead at more than 9,400—an average of 32 per 
day. This is approximately three times more 
extra-judicial executions than the world’s 
leading judicial executing state (the People’s 
Republic of China, with a population 13 times 
that of the Philippines) executed in 2016. 
Public approval ratings for President Rodrigo 
Duterte is reducing by the time being because 
of the extrajudicial killings of the suspected 
criminals and drugs dealers. 

 

As it very obvious to understand the situation of 
the citizens rising in the Philippines thanks to 
the photo. The Human Rights are not being 
carried out in the Philippines. Ratings of the 
extrajudicial killings are rising day by day in the 
Philippines. 
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Major Parties Involved  

Philippine National Police 

The Philippine National police is administered and controlled by the National Police Commission and 
a part of the Department of the Interior and Local Government. Local police offices are controlled by 
municipal mayors. Throughout the drug war, they have been working for President Duterte and 
following his orders. They killed lots of the citizens who are suspected to be a drug addict and 
according to a non-governmental report, the Philippine National police killed more than 9400 citizens 
residing in the Philippines throughout the drug war. 

Inter-Agency Committee on Anti-Illegal Drugs 

The Inter-Agency Committee on Anti-Illegal Drugs is an inter-governmental forum in the Philippine 
government which is responsible to insure government in implementing and complying with all 
policies related to the anti-ligature campaign. The agency is chaired by the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency. 

Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 

The Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency is charged to preventing, investigating any dangerous drugs 
and it is the lead anti-drug law enforcement agency. The agency is charged with the enforcement of the 
panel and regulatory provisions of the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002 

Davao Death Squad ( Non-state participant) 

Davao Death Squad is an alleged vigilante group residing in Davao City. It has connections to former 
Davao mayor, the current Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Timeline of Key Events  

 

When  Event 

June 30 of 2016 President Duterte ordered police to adopt a 
shoot-to-kill policy. 

July 10 of 2016 the Moro Islamic Liberation Front started to 
collaborate with the administration of the 
President Duterte in the drug war. 

August 18 of 2016 the United Nations human rights experts called 
on the Philippines to come to an end with 
extrajudicial killings in the drug war. 

September 3 of 2016 the President Duterte has declared a “ state of 
lawlessness” 

December 8 of 2016 the Senate Committee on Justice and Human 
Rights issued a report stating that there was a valid 
evidence to proof the existence of the “Davao 
Death Squad” 

October 12 of 2017 President Duterte pronounced that the involvement 
of the Philippine National Police on the anti-drug 
operations has come to an end. 

 

Possible Solutions  

1. Distributing the land to the poor citizens 
As the first thing that a country should do, the Philippines should be ensured about the 
sufficiency level of the country’s food first. The land of the Philippines must be freely 
scattered to the people who develop it. Native people should be able to get the benefits of the 
fruit of their lands and they should have unlimited access to maintain the productiveness of the 
land, using it for benefit of their neighbours, and the development of the Philippines. In the 
Philippines, when people are removed from their access to the lands, they are removed from 
their ability to maintain their existence. 

2. Healing the addicted criminals 
Since health matters especially drug problems, Filipinos must have and be given specialised 
health care and other required social services for a country’s health. The government should 
first proceed with treating the drug issue in the Philippines as an issue of health not as a crime 
problem. the Philippines public must have access to resources that help them follow mental 



and other health cases, get an education, and enhance their well-being. Thanks to this solution, 
they will be less likely to turn to drugs. 
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