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I. Introduction 

Illegal wildlife trade is estimated to be a multibillion-dollar business involving the unlawful 
harvest of and trade in live animals and plants or parts and products derived from them. Wildlife 
is traded as skins, leather goods or souvenirs; as food or traditional medicine; as pets, and in many 
other forms. Illegal wildlife trade runs the range from illegal logging of protected forests to supply 
the demand for exotic woods, to the illegal fishing of endangered marine life for food, and the 
poaching of elephants to supply the demand for ivory. 

Illegal wildlife trade is also often unsustainable, harming wild populations of animals and 
plants and pushing endangered species toward extinction. Endangered animals and plants are often 
the target of wildlife crime because of their rarity and increased economic value. Furthermore, 
illegal trade negatively impacts a country’s natural resources and local communities that might 
otherwise benefit from tourism or legal, sustainable trade. 

Thousands of wildlife species are threatened by illegal and unsustainable wildlife trade. 
For example, in recent months, significant media attention has gone to the plight of the world's 
rhinoceros species, which are facing increased poaching as the demand for their horns increases in 
Asia. In some parts of Asia, rhino horn is considered to be a powerful traditional medicine, used 
to treat a variety of ailments. While there is little scientific evidence to support these claims, the 
dramatic rise in poaching to supply this demand is pushing rhinos toward the brink of extinction. 

II. Key Terms 

End market: The term end market is used to indicate where the final transaction takes place in a 
value chain. Typically, it is where the end-user is located, meaning the individual or organization 
for whom the product or service has been created, and who is not expected to resell that product 
or service. For example, creating a consumer product may entail many transactions between 
various value chain actors, but the end market is where the product becomes available for purchase 
by the consumer. 

Trafficking: “The act of buying or selling goods illegally.” (Cambridge Dictionary) 

Poaching: “To catch and kill animals without permission on someone else's land.” (Cambridge 
Dictionary) 



 
 

 
Environmental Committee (GA 4)   2   Deha Kılıçkaya - Chair 

III. Focused Overview of the Issue 

Stopping the illegal wildlife trade is one of the most important and urgent things to do in 
order to protect iconic and threatened wildlife. The world is facing a global poaching crisis, which 
is threatening to overturn decades of conservation successes. For many iconic animals like 
elephants, rhinos and tigers, the situation is critical.  

But it is not just an issue that affects wildlife. The illegal wildlife trade is a huge 
international organised crime – the fourth biggest illegal trade in the world, worth over an 
estimated £15 billion annually. It is often run by ruthless crime syndicates, involved in other 
organised crimes and corruption, and it threatens the people who live and work alongside the 
wildlife being targeted. It also affects the economic development of some of the world's poorest 
countries. 

In order to find a solution to this issue, multiple aspects of the issue need to be handled. 
There is no single, silver bullet that alone can stop wildlife crime, or even hope to significantly 
reduce it. The answer is to adopt a broad approach that involves many tools and partners, and 
targets the entire trafficking chain. Only this will deter the criminals. For too long, wildlife crime 
has been a relatively low risk, high return business which is why it has attracted the attention of 
transnational, organised criminals. 

 

Wildlife Crime Initiative (WCI) 

 Launched in 2014, the Wildlife Crime Initiative (WCI) is a long-term, collaborative 
initiative between WWF and TRAFFIC. By strategically using each organisation’s specific skills 
and resources, the initiative plays a key role in urgent global efforts to address the poaching crisis 
by expanding the scope and impact of TRAFFIC's and WWF’s work on wildlife crime.  

The WCI focuses on all points along the illegal wildlife trade chain (poaching, trafficking 
and consumption) as well as advocating for the adoption and implementation of more effective 
national and international policies. 

The WCI fosters innovative approaches at local, national and global levels – from 
promoting higher enforcement standards in some countries, to designing behavioural change 
strategies in states where demand is high. Critically, the WCI also focuses on building influential 
relationships, and working in concert, with a wide and growing number of external partners, 
including governments, UN agencies, other NGOs and the private sector. The WCI is designed to 
catalyse systemic change and support governments, businesses and consumers to take the steps 
necessary to reduce poaching, trafficking and the global demand for illegal products.  
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With governments, the private sector and civil society organisations all working together, 
today’s poaching crisis can be contained and a deeper social and environmental crisis averted. 

 

Poaching 

With poachers killing an average of three rhinos every day and over 20,000 elephants each 
year as well as countless other animals, there is an urgent need to ‘stop the poaching’ – by tackling 
the current crisis at its source. 

Focusing on anti-poaching work on strengthening field protection as well as enhancing 
community stewardship of wildlife, is important. Right now, poaching is not a high-risk activity. 
However, if it is to stop, the risk for poachers needs to increase.  

 

Trafficking 

Media reports about significant seizures of illegal wildlife products hint at the scale of 
trafficking – and the increasing involvement of transnational, organized crime. But cracking down 
on wildlife trafficking has seldom been a priority before. However, if trafficking is to stop, just as 
poaching, it needs to be risky for the smugglers.  

 

Buying 

 Stemming the supply of illegal wildlife products is vital, but it will only be a temporary 
solution unless demand is significantly and permanently reduced. Right now, in the world, there 
is still a high demand for exotic animal products. If this demand does not decrease, then illegal 
trafficking of wildlife will remain as a profitable crime; therefore, it will not decrease. 

 

International Policy 

There is a growing interest in addressing wildlife crime at the highest political levels, 
exemplified in the landmark London Conference on Illegal Wildlife Trade in 2014. However, 
ongoing international and national policy work is required to sustain this global momentum and 
ensure that commitments to tackle wildlife crime are translated into concrete and effective action 
at the national level. Cooperation with institutions like the United Nations and treaties like CITES, 
as well as other international and regional fora, conventions and institutions that can have the 
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greatest impact on wildlife crime, should be an important step in addressing this issue at an 
international level.  

The WCI already pushes for official recognition of the scale and impact of the illegal 
wildlife trade, and the need for a coordinated response, including a UN General Assembly 
resolution on wildlife crime. It aims to secure concrete commitments, including anti-corruption 
measures and mechanisms to increase accountability – as well as mobilize long term, sustainable 
funding to tackle wildlife crime. By securing concrete political commitments, stronger policies 
and extra financing, this critical advocacy work will lay the foundations for the success of the other 
three pillars – and help to stop the poaching, trafficking and buying. 

 

End Markets 

End markets are an important aspect of the issue. Even though more than 180 countries 
have illegalized the wildlife trade, the existence of illegal end markets is where the products meet 
with their buyers. Most of the time, these illegal end markets are untraceable, meaning that they 
are not physical markets, but they are undercover websites on the internet that are selling such 
products. While it is nearly impossible to track down such markets, the physical markets could 
actually be tracked and be taken down.  

So far, not all countries have illegalized the wildlife trade, and such physical markets are 
active in such countries. Enforcements, such as illegalizing or at least taxing these markets, would 
be an important step to solve the issue. 

 

IV. Involved Countries and Organizations 

WWF 

WWF is currently the biggest effort maker to end the wildlife trafficking. WWF’s Wildlife 
Crime Initiative (WCI) aims to tackle all aspects of the issue. Moreover, WWF supports the 
countries and other organizations to cooperate as well, carrying this issue to an international level. 
WWF’s cooperation with the United Nations and other intergovernmental organizations, is the 
biggest step taken so far to illegalize all the wildlife trafficking in the world. WWF is also 
advocating for animal rights and their protection, and attracting public attention to the issue, which 
further educates the civilians not to buy animal products or such products derived from animals.  
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China 

 Like most of the other Southeast Asian countries, China plays a key role in the trade 
network. Old beliefs that utilize animal products in treatments, such as the utilization of rhino horn, 
increases the demand in Asian countries, therefore making Southeast Asian countries a source, 
transit and destination markets for illegal wildlife trade. However, China especially is the centre 
of the rhinoceros and tiger trade networks. The fact that China does not do any investigations to 
end this trafficking just increases the trafficking and the value of the animal product market in 
China. Even though China has banned ivory trade, and actually had a step forward, China still has 
a long road to eradicate illegal wildlife trade. 

 

South Africa 

 Being the primary exporter, South Africa is seriously lacking legal enforcement on 
poaching. The legal loopholes allow poachers to easily hunt, then traffic into Southeast Asian 
countries such as China and Thailand. Even though South Asia is increasing their enforcement on 
poaching, they still need to educate their people, and further protect their wildlife.  

 

Thailand 

 Similar to China, Thailand is an important market for illegal wildlife trade. Even though 
Thailand has penalties for wildlife trafficking, it lacks inspections. Naturally, the smugglers can 
easily access to the Thailand markets through their low-inspected borders.  

 

Singapore 

 Being another Southeast Asian country, Singapore has the same problems as Thailand and 
China. However, the situation in Singapore is much more severe as Singapore nearly has no laws 
and penalties regarding wildlife trade. The wildlife trafficking is a serious crime in both China and 
Thailand however it is not in Singapore. The most severe penalty in Singapore is two years of jail, 
while it is 15 years in Viet Nam, which is another Southeast Asian country. If Singapore is to stop 
wildlife trafficking, it needs serious adjustments to their legal systems. 



 
 

 
Environmental Committee (GA 4)   6   Deha Kılıçkaya - Chair 

V. Important Events & Chronology 

Date Event 

1700-1800 Beginning of poaching: Poaching starts in Europe as poorer people 
cannot find another way to get food to survive. 

June 1900 Lacey Act: The United States passes the Lacey Act making it illegal to 
sell a poached animal in one state to someone in another state for profit. 

January 1918 Migratory Bird Treaty Act: The Migratory Bird Act in implemented 
between the United States, Great Britain, Mexico, Japan, and Russia, 
protecting birds from being killed, hunted, exported, or sold for profit. 

28 December 1973 
 

The Endangered Species Act provides conservation for threatened and 
endangered plants and animals in their respective habitats in an effort to 
keep populations stable and protected. 

1 July 1975 CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora) is formed as an international agreement to protect 
animals in trade so that their survival is not threatened. 

March 1989 Global ivory ban: A global ivory ban is created by CITES in an effort to 
reduce poaching and stop the decreasing number of elephant 
populations. 

20 June 2016 European Union environment ministers endorse the EU Action Plan to 
stop wildlife trafficking. 

 

VI. Previous Solution Attempts 

 There have been multiple attempts to solve the issue in the past. However, they all failed 
to handle the multiple aspects of the issue. All parts of the issue are so tightly connected that 
solving only one aspect of the issue is not sufficient. For example, in the past, a global ivory ban 
has been announced, which handled the legal aspect of the issue. However, it failed to handle the 
other aspects of the issue, such as poaching. 



 
 

 
Environmental Committee (GA 4)   7   Deha Kılıçkaya - Chair 

VII. Possible Solutions 

 While writing their resolution, delegates should keep in mind that they should be 
addressing all the aspects of the issue, and not limit their resolution with a specific aspect of the 
issue.  

 First of all, delegates should seek a way to end poaching, such as strengthening field 
protection as well as enhancing community stewardship of wildlife, or training rangers to protect 
the forests. 

 Secondly, delegates should find a way to end the trafficking, as it is an important aspect of 
the issue, and needs to be handled by working with governments, law enforcement bodies and the 
private sector. Also use of new technologies for detection at ports, markets and in cyberspace; 
better intelligence systems to help dismantle criminal networks and improved judicial processes 
so that kingpins end up behind bars not back on the streets, would be an important step to solve 
the issue. 

 Thirdly, delegates should seek a way to stop the demand for such products, especially in 
Southeast Asian countries, where there is a high demand for exotic animal products because of old 
beliefs that have no scientific backgrounds or proofs. 

 Lastly, delegates need to address to the end markets, as they are an important part of the 
issue. 
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